Four uses have been ascribed to the spleen. It has been said to prepare the blood for the secretion of bile from it by the liver; to be the organ in which the red globules of the blood are formed ; to be a counterweight to that of the liver, on the left side ; and lastly, to afford an occasional supply of blood to the vessels of the stomach which secrete the gastric liquor, when that viscus is unduly distended with food. If the use I am about to ascribe to the spleen be admitted, it will be unnecessary to state objections to the opinions which have been mentioned.
I shall begin this inquiry by delivering the following proposition.
All the motions which go forward in the human body are produced by external and internal stimuli. These stimuli exert their influence directly, or indirectly, upon the blood-vessels. From In having but one artery, it differs from those viscera, which have certain offices to perform upon the blood* These viscera are the lungs, the liver, and the heart, each of which has an artery intended for the exclusive purpose of its nourishment. The While the former is most busy, the latter, from the pressure of the stomach upon it, is most idle. It is only after the chyle from the stomach has passed by the duodenum, that the liver pours its chyle into it. In this way the bowels and the lacteals are kept in a constant state of moderate tension and activity. The same distention and pressure of the stomach, which impedes the secretion of hepatic chyle, squeezes the cystic bile from the gall-bladder; by which means it is enabled to perform one of the offices I have ascribcd to it: namely, to separate the taecal matters from the chyle. From the situation of the gall-bladder in the concave part of the liver, the pressure of the stomach is-necessary to elevate its bile to the level of the cystic duct, in an erect posture of the body. In a recumbent posture, the bile descends more easily into the duodenum, especially in lying upon the back. It is from its more copious effusion into the bowels during sleep, that the practice of going to stool in the morning, has been one of the habits of the human body in all ages and countries. It is from the same cause that persons who are afflicted with an excessive secretion, and excretion of bile,' are most apt to be sick, or puke bile in the morning. physiologists, in supposing that the pressure of the stomach upon the liver, suspends the secretion of bile. 1 infer it, because pressure suspends secretion in all other glands. We often see it in the kidneys from the pressure of the colon, when distended with faeces upon them. The current opinion of the secretion of bile being increased by the pressure of the stomach upon the liver, took its rise in a belief that its mixture with the aliment in the duodenum, was necessary to constitute chyle. The reader will perceive further, that I do not admit of the gall-bladder being filled by the regurgitation of hepatic bile, in consequence of an obstruction induced upon the ductus communis by the distention of the duodenum. I suppose it to be filled only when the liver secretes and pours its bile in too large quantities to be conveyed into the bowels. In this case, it affords the same relief to the liver, that the spleen affords to the blood-vessels, by becoming its wastegate. Perhaps the passage of the bile into the gall-bladder, may be assisted by the fibres of the muscular coat of the cystic duct, performing their actions in that direction. In this way we know many fluids are propelled, contrary to their gravity, in different parts of the body.
2. The economy of the double process which has been described for preparing the nourishment of the body, de 
